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Before Abraham was, I AM
What an audacious claim from the lips of Jesus.  Surely blasphemy – unless it was true?!!
As we explore the famous I AM sayings in John’s Gospel we get to realise just how controversial Jesus was in his day.  His claims were simply outrageous.  After all, he was just another working man from up north in Galilee, wasn’t he?  Or maybe a prophet of the Lord - but nothing more?
In John, there are seven very important sayings beginning with the words, “I am” and each is followed by some key truth that we will be exploring over these couple of months.  Why is this phrase so significant you may ask?  I sought to explain this in the first of the series on 15 January – why not have a listen to the CD if you want to catch up.  In brief.....
We must turn to Exodus chapter 3 to see the origin of this simple yet profound phrase.  There we find the call of Moses in the desert where the Lord speaks to him out of a burning bush.  He grabs this shepherd’s attention and then calls him by name – twice.  This great God wants Moses to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt.  It was a holy place of encounter:
“Do not come any closer, God said.  Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.  Then he said, I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” v5-6
He goes on to say that he has seen the sufferings of his people and is ready to rescue them and take them to a new land – and Moses is to lead them.  Moses wriggles and squirms!  What could he possibly say to the people?  – they won’t believe him!  He responds - if they ask for your name, what shall I tell them?  And God answers him in v 14: 
“I am who I am.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites:
'I am has sent me to you.'....
God’s name is quite simply the verb “to be” – he just is!   He has always been, and will always be!  He is the very essence of life – as St Paul said “In him we live and move and have our being.” In Hebrew the name is YAHWEH.   The Lord goes on to say: “This is my name for ever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation”.  (v15)
So the Jews had remembered and honoured that great name - so special and holy that they never dared utter it!  The use of “I am” by Jesus is drawing out a deep theological point in John’s Gospel.  The whole issue is pretty explicit at the end of chapter 8.  Jesus is in debate with the Jewish leaders about his authority and ends up saying this incredible thing:
“I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I am.”
They picked up stones to kill him.  This was surely blasphemy.  Jesus dares to say – I am greater than Abraham and Moses; I was around long before them and I am the very one you have been waiting for.  Look no further – I am all that you are looking for; the answer to life’s questions.  
But- there is only one I AM – and that is the most Holy God Almighty.  

This great name is reemphasised by the prophet Isaiah also:
· “Who has done this and carried it through, calling forth the generations from the beginning?  I, the LORD— with the first of them and with the last— I am he.”  41:4
· “I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no saviour....      
I am God.  Yes, and from ancient days I am he” 43:13
· I, even I, am he who comforts you.”  51:12
Let’s be clear that Jesus is not just another prophet nor is he one choice in the market place of religious options.  He clearly and boldly says – come to me, follow me, believe in me.  I am it - the Bread of Life, the Light, the Gate, the Good Shepherd, the Resurrection and the Life, the True Vine – 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.
He is God among us, full of grace and truth – The Great I Am.  Grasp that, dear friends!  And respond to his invitation – to life in all its fullness.[image: brian signature1]
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